THE FIRST JAGIELLO
coronation of Jagiello as the Christian King Wladis-
law II. put an end to their existence as a mission in
partibus, the Teutonic Order as a powerful military
organization still menaced the security of the joint
kingdoms. In the arts of war as in the arts of diplomacy
the Knights incomparably had the advantage. Their
ranks were recruited from the most polished feudal
chivalry of Europe; their treasure-chest seemed in-
exhaustible ; their wits were sharpened by long experi-
ence of political bargaining. It was no wonder, then,
that for the twenty years following the Union the Teu-
tonic Knights more than held their own.
Their first opportunity for attacking the foundations
of the Union was afforded by the jealousies of the two
States, emphasized by the personal enmity between
Jagiello and his cousin Witowt or Witold, with whom
the Order had more than once intrigued to their own
advantage. Witold was induced to foment rebellion
in Lithuank, and as a result of civil strife which made
of Lithuank a smoking shambles and gave the province
of Zmudz or Samogitia, the original seat of the Lithu-
anians, into the hands of the Knights, Jagiello consented
to depose Skirgiello and invest the government of
Lithuania in the insurgent Witold. By die compact of
Wilna, of January 18, 1401, confirmed at Radom on
the following March loth, the Grand Duchy was accord-
ingly surrendered to Witold on the understanding that
the two States should have a common policy, that on the
death of Witold Lithuania should revert to Jagiello, and
that subsequently no new ruler of the joint kingdom
should be chosen without the concurrence of both
nations.
In the meantime, Witold, who aspired to royalty and
independence, had planned the conquest of Moscow and
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